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For Immediate Release




Record funding provided by Maple Leaf Junior Golf Tour in 2016
Vancouver, BC - (October 28, 2016) -  A record amount of over $70,000 has been distributed to young golfers this year in subsidies/donations, international event funding and scholarships by the Boston Pizza-presented Maple Leaf Junior Golf Tour (MJT), the number-one played junior tour in Canada with the most players and largest field sizes for competitive multi-day tournaments in the country. 

Some of the players on the program who benefitted from scholarships, funding and awards this season included the winner of the $1,000 MJT Cleveland Golf/Srixon Canada Scholarship, Rhiannon Jones of West Kelowna, BC, as well as joint runners-up, Marc Sweeney of Saskatoon, SK, and Chloe Sies of Melville, SK. Additional scholarship monies were also awarded to Carson Harcourt of Kipling, SK, Kade Johnson of Yorkton, SK, Julian Gilewicz of Saskatoon, SK, Mitchell Thiessen of Chilliwack, BC, Christian Zalli of Vancouver, BC, and Justin Loro of Calgary, AB.

The MJT distributed funds for junior golf development to academies / junior coaches across the country via the MJT Academy Points Program, and the recipients are noted on the MJT website’s Academy Points page at www.maplejt.com. 
Funding to assist with expenses of attending the MJT Boston Pizza National Tour Championship presented by TaylorMade-adidas Golf at The Legacy Golf Resort in Phoenix, AZ, November 11 to 13, was allocated to the cumulative ‘best three finishers’ in points on the MJT Cleveland Golf/Srixon Canada Order of Merit, and the overall National Order of Merit points leaders, namely Mikyla Albert of Manitoba (Girls U15), Rachael Rier of Ontario (Girls 15-19), Luke Quanson of Alberta (Peewee Boys), Thomas Sluka of Alberta (Bantam Boys), Bennett Ruby of Ontario (Juvenile Boys), and Logan Hill of Alberta (Junior Boys), were each gifted with a custom wedge from PGA Tour player and MJT alumnus, Adam Hadwin, along with MJT funding.
Sharing the $2,000 Dylan Reichelt Memorial Award are Tyler Leclair of North Vancouver, BC, and Brandon Chai of Coldstream, BC, due to their respective achievements as Boys 17-19 and 15-16 Order of Merit Points leaders in British Columbia.
With regards to the 2016 MJT Cleveland Golf/Srixon Canada Players of the Year, six juniors were recognized based on their scoring averages in a required minimum number of MJT tournaments across the country, and were as follows:
MJT Girls U15 Player of the Year: Emily Zhu of Richmond Hill, ON 

MJT Girls 15-19 Player of the Year: Susan Xiao of Surrey, British Columbia 

MJT Boys Peewee Player of the Year: Braxton Kuntz of Winnipeg, Manitoba
MJT Bantam Boys Player of the Year: Ilirian Zalli of Vancouver, British Columbia
MJT Juvenile Boys Player of the Year: Chandler McDowell of Springbrook, Alberta
MJT Junior Boys Player of the Year: Christian Zalli of Vancouver, BC.
Many players qualified via the MJT to attend prestigious tournaments including the Srixon International Junior Classic; International Junior Masters, MJT International Team Challenge presented by Freedom 55 Financial, MJT International Players Championship presented by Miura Golf, IMG Academy Junior World Golf Championship, North American Junior Amateur; San Diego Junior Amateur, and the US Kids and Teen World Golf Championships. Event funding assisted players at these and other events, with the help of MJT Official International Events Partner, Tugo. 

Annual awards, scholarships and frequent player incentives help reward player's performance and participation throughout each season, and the MJT is proud to play a role in developing Canadian champions – in golf and in life – with 60 events across Canada including the Ford Go Golf introductory clinics, high-level multi-day tournaments, international qualifiers and more. MJT alumni include many Professional Tour players and PGA of Canada Professionals, as well as Canadian Amateur, National and Provincial Junior Champions. 

Premier Sponsors of the MJT include Boston Pizza and Premier Partners Ford of Canada, TuGo, Cleveland Golf, Srixon, Cam Clark Ford and Aquafina; the program is also supported by many valued Tournament and Product Sponsors including Miura Golf, Freedom 55 Financial, Maui Jim, Zeal, Odlum Brown Ltd., TaylorMade-adidas Golf, Lindsay Kenney LLP, National Bank Financial, Lydale, Foursum, Longball, Humber College, Prodigy Headwear, Projekt and 2 UNDR.  The MJT, which is now entering its 19th season, promotes the game from grassroots through to provincial, national, university and professional level. For more information please visit www.maplejt.com. 
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MEDIA CONTACT:  Elaine Denton - edenton@maplejt.com - 1-877-859-GOLF 

Maple Leaf Junior Golf Tour

Head Office:  PO Box 18083

Tsawwassen, BC  Canada  V4L 2B0

T 604-943-1645   F 604-943-1743
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